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The clear, plain text of Georgia law provides counties
unconditional authority to use optical scan systems
for recording and computing the votes of its elections

0.C.G.A. 21-2-366

The governing authority of any county or municipality may, at any regular meeting or at
a special meeting called for the purpose, by a majority vote authorize and direct the use
of optical scanning voting systems for recording and computing the vote at elections
held in the county or municipality. If so authorized and directed, the governing authority
shall purchase, lease, rent, or otherwise procure optical scanning voting systems
conforming to the requirements of this part.

Additional Supporting Code Sections

21-2-334

If a method of nomination or election for any candidate or office, or of voting on any
question is prescribed by law, in which the use of voting machines is not possible or
practicable, or in case, at any primary or election, the number of candidates seeking
nomination or nominated for any office renders the use of voting machines for such
office at such primary or election impracticable, or if, for any other reason, at any
primary or election the use of voting machines wholly or in part is not practicable, the
superintendent may arrange to have the voting for such candidates or offices or for such
questions conducted by paper ballots. In such cases, paper ballots shall be printed for
such candidates, offices, or questions, and the primary or election shall be conducted
by the poll officers, and the ballots shall be counted and return thereof made in the
manner required by law for such nominations, offices, or questions, insofar as paper
ballots are used.

21-2-281

In any primary or election in which the use of voting equipment is impossible or
"impracticable, for the reasons set out in Code Section 21-2-334, the primary or election
may be conducted by paper ballot in the mznner provided in Code Section 21-2-334.
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